Youthful drug use and drug subcultures.
Drug involvement is such an intensely social behavior that it lends itself to the notion of a subcultural existence. The social aspects of drug involvement generate a value system that is different from the dominant order. Using a longitudinal sample of college students, the findings indicate two distinctively different types of drug use, marijuana-only versus illicit drug involvement, that correspond to a subcultural or contracultural phenomenon. The elements of a subculture or contraculture are amenable to empirical measurement and can be differentiated from the dominant value system. Marijuana use reflects a type of subculture activity that maintains ties to the conventional order. Illicit drug use, on the other hand, is a contracultural activity, representing a pronounced break with the dominant culture.